
The Best Backyard Chicken Breeds For
Organic Meat And Eggs Poultry Homesteading
Are you considering starting a backyard chicken flock for organic meat and
eggs? With the growing demand for sustainable and ethically-sourced food,
raising chickens can be a rewarding and fulfilling experience. Choosing the
right breeds is crucial to ensure optimal production and compatibility with
your homesteading goals. Here's a comprehensive guide to help you select
the best backyard chicken breeds for organic meat and eggs.
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Dual-Purpose Breeds: The Best of Both Worlds

Dual-purpose breeds offer a balanced combination of meat and egg
production, making them a versatile choice for backyard homesteaders.
Here are some popular dual-purpose breeds known for their productivity
and hardiness:
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Barred Rock: A classic American breed with a distinctive black and
white barred plumage. Barred Rocks are excellent egg layers,
producing up to 200 eggs per year, and they also provide a good
amount of flavorful meat.

Rhode Island Red: Another popular dual-purpose breed, Rhode
Island Reds are known for their rich mahogany-red feathers and
excellent egg production. They are also good meat birds, with a slightly
larger frame than Barred Rocks.

Wyandotte: A dual-purpose breed with a striking silver-laced plumage,
Wyandottes are hardy and adaptable chickens. They lay around 150-
200 eggs annually and provide a medium-sized, flavorful carcass.

Australorp: Originating in Australia, Australorps are known for their
exceptional egg-laying abilities. They can produce up to 300 eggs per
year and have a relatively large, meaty frame.

Orpington: A dual-purpose breed with a fluffy, dark-brown plumage,
Orpingtons are known for their calm and docile temperament. They are
good egg layers and also produce a good amount of tender meat.

Meat Breeds: For Maximum Yield

If your primary goal is to produce meat, consider specialized meat breeds
that have been selectively bred for maximum growth and carcass quality.
These breeds typically have a larger frame and reach maturity faster than
dual-purpose breeds:

Cornish Cross: A hybrid breed specifically developed for meat
production, Cornish Cross chickens grow rapidly and reach a large



size. They are not known for egg-laying but provide a high yield of
flavorful meat.

Plymouth Rock: A larger variety of the dual-purpose Barred Rock,
Plymouth Rocks are also excellent meat birds. They have a robust,
meaty frame and mature relatively quickly.

Buckeye: A heritage breed known for its dark-red plumage, Buckeyes
are a good choice for both meat and eggs. They have a larger size and
provide a good amount of tender, flavorful meat.

Delaware: A modern meat breed, Delawares have a white plumage
and a broad, meaty chest. They grow rapidly and reach a market
weight quickly.

Jersey Giant: Known for its massive size, the Jersey Giant is one of
the largest chicken breeds. They have a slower growth rate but provide
a significant amount of meat.

Egg Layers: For Abundant Eggs

For those primarily interested in egg production, there are specialized egg-
laying breeds that excel in laying large quantities of eggs throughout the
year. These breeds typically have smaller frames and mature earlier than
meat breeds:

Leghorn: Known for their white plumage and high egg production,
Leghorns are one of the most popular egg-laying breeds. They can lay
up to 300 eggs per year and have a relatively small frame.

Golden Comet: A hybrid breed, Golden Comets are known for their
excellent egg production. They lay around 250 eggs annually and have
a relatively long laying period.



Easter Egger: A unique breed that lays colorful eggs, Easter Eggers
are a cross between various breeds. They have a moderate egg
production and a calm, friendly temperament.

Ameraucana: Known for their blue or green eggs, Ameraucanas are a
good choice for those who want both unique eggs and a moderate egg
production.

Araucana: A Chilean breed, Araucanas are known for their distinctive
rumplessness and blue or green eggs. They have a moderate egg
production and are good foragers.

Choosing the Right Breed for Your Homestead

The best chicken breed for your backyard homestead depends on your
specific needs and preferences. Consider the following factors when
making your selection:

Purpose: Determine whether you primarily want meat, eggs, or a
balance of both.

Climate: Choose breeds that are well-suited to your local climate and
environmental conditions.

Available Space: Consider the size of your backyard and the number
of chickens you can accommodate comfortably.

Temperament: Select breeds known for their calm and friendly nature,
especially if you have children or other pets.

Organic Principles: Ensure the breed you choose is compatible with
organic farming practices and can thrive on a pasture-based diet.



Raising backyard chickens for organic meat and eggs can be a rewarding
experience, providing you with fresh, sustainable, and nutritious food. By
choosing the right breed based on your specific needs and homesteading
goals, you can optimize production and enjoy the benefits of poultry
homesteading while adhering to organic principles.
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Prom and Party Etiquette: A Guide to
Impeccable Behavior and Gracious Manners by
Cindy Post Senning
Prom and other formal parties are momentous occasions that call for
impeccable behavior and gracious manners. Embracing proper etiquette
ensures a memorable and enjoyable...
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The Semi-Famous: True Stories of Near
Celebrity
The Case of the Almost Star John Doe was a talented actor with a
promising career. He had starred in a few small roles in films and
television shows, and he was on the verge of...
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