
John Milton's Paradise Lost: A Plain English
Summary
John Milton's Paradise Lost is an epic poem in blank verse that tells the
story of the Fall of Man. It is considered one of the greatest works of
English literature and has been praised for its beauty, power, and originality.
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The poem is divided into 12 books, each of which tells a different part of the
story. The first four books introduce the main characters and set the stage
for the action. The next four books describe the Fall of Man and its
consequences. The final four books tell the story of the redemption of
mankind through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

The Characters

Satan

Satan is the main antagonist of the poem. He is a fallen angel who was
once one of God's most trusted servants. However, he rebelled against
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God and was cast out of Heaven. Satan is proud, ambitious, and intelligent.
He is determined to avenge his defeat by corrupting God's creation.

Adam and Eve

Adam and Eve are the first humans created by God. They are innocent and
pure, but they are also vulnerable to temptation. Satan tempts them with
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the forbidden fruit of the Tree of Knowledge, and they succumb to his wiles.
Their disobedience leads to the Fall of Man.

Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is the Son of God who came to Earth to redeem mankind from
sin. He is the hero of the poem and the ultimate victor over Satan. Jesus'
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sacrifice on the cross atones for the sins of humanity and restores the
relationship between God and man.

The Plot

The poem begins with Satan's rebellion against God. Satan rallies a third of
the angels to his cause and wages war against Heaven. However, God's
forces are victorious, and Satan and his followers are cast out of Heaven.

Satan then turns his attention to Earth, where God has created Adam and
Eve. Satan tempts Eve with the forbidden fruit of the Tree of Knowledge,
and she convinces Adam to eat it. Their disobedience leads to the Fall of
Man and the expulsion from the Garden of Eden.

After the Fall, Adam and Eve are doomed to a life of suffering and toil.
However, God sends his Son, Jesus Christ, to Earth to redeem them.
Jesus' sacrifice on the cross atones for their sins and restores the
relationship between God and man.

The Themes

Paradise Lost explores a number of important themes, including:

The nature of evil

The consequences of sin

The power of redemption

The relationship between God and man

The Legacy



Paradise Lost has had a profound impact on English literature and culture.
It has been praised for its beauty, power, and originality. The poem has
been translated into over 100 languages and has been adapted into
numerous operas, ballets, and films. It is considered one of the greatest
works of English literature and continues to be studied and enjoyed by
readers around the world.

Further Reading

Paradise Lost on Britannica.com

Paradise Lost on PoetryFoundation.org

Paradise Lost on Project Gutenberg
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Prom and other formal parties are momentous occasions that call for
impeccable behavior and gracious manners. Embracing proper etiquette
ensures a memorable and enjoyable...

The Semi-Famous: True Stories of Near
Celebrity
The Case of the Almost Star John Doe was a talented actor with a
promising career. He had starred in a few small roles in films and
television shows, and he was on the verge of...
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