
How Big Data Increases Inequality and
Threatens Democracy
Big data is rapidly transforming our world in unprecedented ways. From the
way we shop and bank to the way we communicate and learn, big data is
touching every aspect of our lives.
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While big data has the potential to improve our lives in many ways, it also
poses significant threats to equality and democracy. In this article, we will
explore some of these threats and discuss what we can do to mitigate
them.

The Rise of Big Data

The term "big data" refers to the massive amounts of data that are being
collected and stored by businesses and governments around the world.
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This data comes from a variety of sources, including social media, online
transactions, and connected devices.

The amount of big data is growing at an exponential rate. In 2018, it was
estimated that the world's data storage capacity was 33 zettabytes (ZB). By
2025, that number is expected to grow to 175 ZB.

This explosion of data is being driven by a number of factors, including the
increasing popularity of the Internet of Things (IoT),the growth of social
media, and the increasing use of data analytics.

The Threats of Big Data

While big data has the potential to improve our lives in many ways, it also
poses significant threats to equality and democracy. These threats include:

Increased Inequality

One of the biggest threats posed by big data is that it can exacerbate
inequality. This is because big data can be used to create personalized
experiences that are tailored to the needs of individual users.

For example, businesses can use big data to track the browsing habits of
their customers and then offer them customized discounts and promotions.
This can lead to a situation where wealthy customers receive more benefits
than poor customers.

Threats to Democracy

Another major threat posed by big data is that it can be used to manipulate
public opinion and undermine democracy. This is because big data can be



used to track the political leanings of individual users and then target them
with personalized messages.

For example, political campaigns can use big data to identify potential
voters and then target them with personalized ads. This can give political
campaigns an unfair advantage and make it more difficult for voters to
make informed decisions.

Privacy Concerns

Another major concern about big data is that it raises a number of privacy
concerns. This is because big data can be used to track the movements of
individual users and build up detailed profiles of their behavior.

This information can be used to discriminate against people based on their
race, gender, religion, or political beliefs. It can also be used to track
people's movements and activities without their knowledge or consent.

Algorithmic Bias

Another major problem with big data is that it can be biased. This is
because the algorithms that are used to analyze big data are often trained
on data that is biased against certain groups of people.

For example, a study by the University of California, Berkeley found that
the facial recognition algorithm used by Amazon was more likely to
misidentify black women than white men. This is because the algorithm
was trained on a dataset that was predominantly made up of white men.

Algorithmic bias can have a number of negative consequences, including
discrimination against certain groups of people and the spread of



misinformation.

What Can We Do?

The threats posed by big data are real and serious. However, there are a
number of things that we can do to mitigate these threats. These include:

Regulating the Use of Big Data

One of the most important things that we can do is to regulate the use of
big data. This regulation should include measures to protect people's
privacy, prevent discrimination, and ensure that algorithms are fair and
unbiased.

Promoting Media Literacy

Another important step that we can take is to promote media literacy. This
will help people to understand how big data works and how it can be used
to manipulate them.

Supporting Independent Journalism

Finally, we need to support independent journalism. Independent journalists
can provide us with the information that we need to make informed
decisions about the use of big data.

Big data has the potential to improve our lives in many ways. However, it
also poses significant threats to equality and democracy. We need to be
aware of these threats and take steps to mitigate them.

By regulating the use of big data, promoting media literacy, and supporting
independent journalism, we can help to ensure that big data is used for
good and not for evil.
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Prom and other formal parties are momentous occasions that call for
impeccable behavior and gracious manners. Embracing proper etiquette
ensures a memorable and enjoyable...
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