Guide To Nurturing Writing At Every Stage
From Scribbling To Forming Letters

Writing is a complex skill that develops over time. It is important to provide
children with opportunities to write and support them as they progress. This
guide will provide you with information about the stages of writing
development and tips for nurturing writing at each stage.
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Stages of Writing Development

There are four main stages of writing development:

1. Scribbling (ages 1-3)
2. Letter formation (ages 3-5)

3. Writing words and sentences (ages 5-7)
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4. Writing for different purposes (ages 7-10)

Scribbling

Scribbling is the first stage of writing development. It begins when children
are around one year old. At this stage, children are exploring writing
materials and moving their hands and arms in large, sweeping motions.
They may not be producing recognizable letters or words, but they are
learning the basic skills of writing, such as hand-eye coordination and fine
motor control.

Tips for nurturing writing at the scribbling stage:

= Provide children with a variety of writing materials, such as crayons,
markers, and paper.

= Encourage children to scribble on paper, walls, and other surfaces.

= Talk to children about their scribbles and ask them what they are
writing about.

= Don't worry about teaching children how to write letters at this stage.
Focus on fostering their interest in writing and letting them explore their
creativity.

Letter formation

Letter formation is the second stage of writing development. It begins when
children are around three years old. At this stage, children are beginning to
develop the fine motor skills necessary to form letters. They may start by
tracing letters in sand or play dough, and eventually they will be able to
write letters independently.



Tips for nurturing writing at the letter formation stage:

Provide children with opportunities to practice letter formation, such as
tracing letters in sand or play dough.

Encourage children to write their names and other familiar words.
Be patient and supportive as children learn to form letters correcily.

Don't force children to write before they are ready. If a child is
struggling with letter formation, provide them with other opportunities to
develop their fine motor skills, such as playing with blocks or puzzles.

Writing words and sentences

Writing words and sentences is the third stage of writing development. It
begins when children are around five years old. At this stage, children are
beginning to understand the relationship between letters and sounds, and

they are able to write words and sentences independently.

Tips for nurturing writing at the writing words and sentences stage:

Provide children with opportunities to write words and sentences, such
as writing stories or letters.

Encourage children to sound out words as they write them.

Be patient and supportive as children learn to write words and
sentences correctly.

Don't overcorrect children's writing. If a child makes a mistake, simply
point it out and encourage them to try again.

Writing for different purposes



Writing for different purposes is the fourth stage of writing development. It
begins when children are around seven years old. At this stage, children
are beginning to understand that writing can be used for different purposes,
such as writing stories, reports, and letters.

Tips for nurturing writing at the writing for different purposes stage:

= Provide children with opportunities to write for different purposes, such
as writing stories, reports, and letters.

= Discuss the different purposes of writing with children.

= Encourage children to experiment with different writing styles and
formats.

= Be patient and supportive as children learn to write for different
purposes effectively.

Writing is a complex skill that develops over time. It is important to provide
children with opportunities to write and support them as they progress. By
following the tips in this guide, you can help your child develop strong
writing skills.
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